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10 
THE CHURCH or 
PROTESTANT DISSENTERS AT ROSS, 
HEREFORDSHIRE, 

THE AUTHOR 
INSCRIBES THE FOLLOWING 
PLAIN DISCOURSE, 

AS A MEMORIAL OF A 
DEAR DEPARTED FATHER, 
A MEMBER OF THEIR SOCIETY, 

AND 
AS A FURTHER TESTIMONY OF 


CORDIAL AFFECTION FOR THE LIVING, 


— — * y * "* 4 " 
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8 E R M O N, &, 


The Memory of the Juſt, Solomon obſerves, is 
bleſſed. An expoſitor * remarks on this paſ- 
ſage, © Good men are and ought to be wel 
ſpoken of: it is part of the duty of ſurvivors.” 
As a memorial of the dear Deceaſed, and with 
a view to the improvement of his death for 

the benefit of the living, I enter upon the 
neceſſary but to nature painful ſervice of this 
evening, Let me entreat your prayers who 
hear me, that I may be aſſiſted through it; 

p and that what may be ſaid on the bleſſedneſs 
of the ſaint in life and death, may under the 
4 divine influence leave ſuitable and laſting 2 
impreſſions on all our minds. The paſſage to 
which I would call your attention on this 9 
ſolemn occaſion, is recorded in the book of 
Job, | 
Cray, V. verſe 26. 


Thou fhalt come to thy grave in a full age, like as 4 
lock of corn cometh in, in his ſeaſon. 
O” R dear departed relative and friend, 
likeTMoraſon mentioned in the Ads of 
A 3 | me 
* Mr, Henry, | i 


Lee) Ale. 
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e AMES 
the Apoſtles, was the old man, and the old diſci- 
ple together. Fourſcore years and three he, was 


a ſojourner on this earth; and many of theſe 
he ſpent as a pilgrim, travelling towards the 


| heavenly country with his heart and face thither- 


wards. In him therefore, the words of Eliphaz 


to Job were literally verified; for after a long 


life on earth, he came to his grave in a full age, 
like as a ſhock of corn cometh in, in his 
ſeaſon, 

Many are the bleſſings which within the com- 
paſs of a few verſes Eliphaz declares to belong 
to the upright. He is not exempted from 


afflictions any more than others; yet inſtructed 3 


and enabled to demean himſelf properly under 
them, he is pronounced happy, as one whom 


the Lord correQteth, ver. 17. Afflictions, when - 


ſanctified, are amongſt the greateſt bleſlings ; 


and in due time, when the end of them is an- 


ſwered, they are removed with as much mercy, 


as they were ſent. This gives occaſion to the 


language of the 18th verſe. He maketh ſore, 


and bindeth up: he woundeth, and his hands 


make whole. The ſaint may be tried, but can 
never be deſtroyed by affliflions, — Do his 
troubles multiply, and ſurrounding dangers 
threaten ? The Lord makes him the object of his 
care, and provides a way of eſcape.” Eliphaz 


accordingly proceeds in the following verſes, 


ſaying, 


99 I 
ſaying, He ſhall deliver thee in fix troubles, yea, 


in ſeven there ſhall no evil touch thee. In 
famine, he ſhall redeem thee from death; and 
in war from the power of the ſword. Thou ſhalt 
be hid from the ſcourge of the tongue; neither 
ſhalt thou be afraid of deſtruction when it cometh. 
At deſtruction and famine thou ſhalt laugh; nei- 
ther ſhalt thou be afraid of the beaſts of the earth. 
For thou ſhalt be in league with the ſtones of 
the field ; and the beaſts of the field ſhall be at 
peace with thee. And thou ſhalt know that thy 
tabernacle ſhall be at peace, and thou ſhalt viſit 
thy habitation, and ſhalt not fin. Such is the 
hedge of protection which Providence raiſes about 
the good man. While the face of the Lord is 
againſt thoſe who do evil, his eyes run to and fro 
in the earth to ſhew himſelf ſtrong in behalf of 
them whoſe heart is perfect towards him. (a) 
Upon this ground the apoſtle Peter aſks, Who 
is he that will harm you if ye be followers of that 
which 1s good ? (b) But not only is the righteous 
marked out as the bleſſed of the Lord, but his off- 
ſpring with him. Thou ſhalt know alſo that thy 
ſeed ſhall be great or much, and thy off-ſpring as 
the graſs of the earth, ver. 25. The bleſſing 
mentioned in the text, finiſhes and completes the 
detail, Thou ſhalt come to thy grave in a full 
age, like as a ſhock of corn cometh in, in his ſea- 
| | ſon. 
(a) 2 Chron, xvi. 9. (6) 1 Pet. iii. 13. 


. e 
fon. Eliphaz aſſures Job who was now in the 
depth of adverſity, that if he was really a child of 

God, and behaved himſelf as ſuch under his 
correttions, his preſent trials however grievous, 

| ſhould at length have a happy iſſue. Job lived to 

ſee all that Eliphaz foretold, come to paſs. The 

Lord bleſſed his latter end more than his beginning, 

and the laſt words of his hiſtory moſt ſtrikingly 

ſhew the accompliſhment of the whole even in his 

death. So Job died, being old and full of days. (c) 

Other ſaints beſides Job, can add their teſtimony 

to the divine faithfulneſs in like manner: of this 

number was our departed friend, in reference to 
whom it would be eaſy for a ſon to point out, how 
goodneſs and mercy followed him all his days. — 

At preſent I ſhall confine myſelf chiefly to the 

conſideration in the words of my text, viz. that 

of his coming to his grave in a full age, like as a 

ſhock of corn cometh in, in his ſeaſon. 

Two obſervations offer themſelves from the 
words. RO 


I. Long life enjoyed by ſome ſaints, is a pri- 
vilege. 


II. Death at a full or good old age is a pri- 
vilege alſo. 


I ſhall attempt to ſhew in what reſpects, or on 
what accounts, both theſe obſervations are true; 


and 
e) Job xlii. 17, 


689) 


and then conelude with an improvement of the 
ſubject and the bereaving providence, 


Obſerv. I. Long life enjoyed by ſome ſaints is 
a \ privilege. | 

Though it has not been the lot of ſaints in ge- 
neral to live long on the earth, yet there are in- 
ſtances upon record and memory, of ſeveral to, 
whom it has been allowed. None, howeyer, have 
been ſuffered to remain here always; ſaints as lit- 
tle deſire as expett it; for under the imperfe&ions 
and trials attendant on this ſtate, what is there to 
incline them to an everlaſting refidence here ? 
Life, was it endleſs on earth, would ceaſe to be a 
mercy. Job, ſenſible of this truth, and oppreſſed 
beneath a load of ſorrows, manifeſts the ſtrongeſt 
averſion to it. Iloath it, I would not live always. d) 
And what man is he that liveth, and ſhall not ſee 
death? (e) Where ſaints have been raiſed up like 
Hezekiah after being threatened with an early or 
premature diſſolution, they have been only re- 
ſpited ; the execution of the ſentence is put off to 
a future period in ſuch caſes; but there is no en- 
tire diſcharge from it. Mankind being included 
under the ſentence, * It is appointed unto all men 
once to die; (/) and ſo the grave the houſe in- 
tended for all living, the Methuſelah for age, the 
oldeſt believer muſt at length return to it. But 
it is a privilege to attain to a full age ere a change 


by 
d) Job vii, 16, (e) Pla Bae. 48. (/) Heb. ix. 27. 


E J 
by death takes place. To make this appear, the 
following conſiderations will be ſufficient. 

1. Death comes moſt naturally at a full age. 
Like a taper which is lighted up, and unleſs ex- 
tinguiſhed will remain burning till the whole is 

conſumed; the body if not deſtroyed, will ſurvive 
till its ſtrength is naturally exhauſted, and it gradu- 
ally ſinks into the duſt, Man is a creature formed 
to continue a number of years on earth : life in 
the early ages of the world conſiſted of hundreds, 
but is now reduced to narrower bounds. Nature, 
after a round of ſeventy years, droops and tends 
to the grave. (g) Before this period the approach 
of death is untimely, whether the aſſaults of ſick- 
neſs or violence make way for it in infancy, youth, 
or manhood; becauſe life has not reached its 


„ appointed boundary; and the conſtitution accord- 


ing to the order of nature, might hold out longer. 
Death, in this caſe, extinguiſnes the candle of 
light before it is burnt out, but at a full age life 
vwaſtes of itſelf and a diſſolution enſues, as a can- 
dle expiring in its ſocket. Hezekiah complains 
on this account, I ſaid, in the cutting off of my 
days, I ſhall go to the gates of the grave: I am 
deprived of the reſidue of my years. (k)— Length 
of days, therefore, is a privilege, as death comes 

moſt naturally at a full age. 
2. Long life to the Chriſtian is a privilege, as 
) Pſa, xc. 10. (5) Iſaiah xxxviii. 10, » | 


( 14 ) 
it is the accompliſhment: of a promiſe, and a 
token of the divine favor. The apoſtle Paul ob- 
ſerves, godlineſs hath the promiſe of the life 
which now is, as well as of that which 1s to come. 
() It manifeſtly has it from the nature of the 
promiſe annexed to the fifth commandment, 
Honour thy father and mother, that it may be 
well with thee, and that thou mayeſt live long on 
the earth. (i) Solomon enjoins conformity to the 
law in general upon his ſon by the ſame conſide- 
ration. My ſon, (ſays he,) forget not my law, 
but let thine heart keep my commandments: for 
length of days, long life, and peace, fhall they 
add to thee. (I) Life is found in the inventory 
of privileges belonging to one who is Chriſt's, 
Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the 
world, or life, all are your's. (m) True it is, 
many of the people of God are called off early, 
yet he is faithful notwithſtanding, who hath pro- 
miſed, The Lord may accompliſh his promiſe in 
more ways than one ; and whom he thinks pro- 
per, honour with an earlier admiſſion to heaven 
by denying them a longer reſidence on earth. 
But this forbids not our conſidering length of days 
below as a privilege, when it is enjoyed as a mat- 
ter of promiſe, and ſo, a token of the divine fa- 
vour. It is one of thoſe bleſſings by the want of 
which the wicked in 8825 are diſtinguiſhed 


from 


60 1 In. iv. 8. (4) Ephel. vi. Wi 3. ( Prov. iii. 1, 2. 
7 mM) 1 Cor, lll, 22, 


6a) 


from the ay they are ſaid to live but half 
their days. (n) A very ſhort period is often the 
natural conſequence of their fin, always the juſt 
deſert of it, and awful effect of the divine diſ- 

_ pleaſure againſt them for it. How many warn» 
ings of this nature are given us in the ſacred 
writings ; and within a very few years what alarm- 
ing ſpectacles have appeared amongſt us of this 
neighbourhood ! How applicable to the untimely 
death of one and another, the words of the pſalm- 
iſt, I have ſeen the wicked ſpreading himſelf, 
like a green bay tree, yet he paſled away, and 
lo, he was not; yea I ſought him, but he could 
not be found. (o) And is not the deſtroying 
angel ftill on his way ? Surely, the voice of the 
Lord crieth unto. the inhabitants of this place, 
ſaying, The tranſgreſſors ſhall be deſtroyed toge- 
ther: the end of the wicked ſhall be cut off. (p) 
The wicked ſhall be cut off from the earth, and 
the tranſgreſſors ſhall be rooted out of it. (q) Di- 
vine forbearance, indeed, often ſpares the rebel, 
till he becomes old in fin and age too; but alas! 
what is a long life to ſuch, where the ſpace given 
for repentance is abuſed by unbelief and impeni- 
tency ? It ſerves only to increaſe and aggravate 
the gilt and miſery of the preſumptuous wretch at 
laſt; he does but treaſure up wrath againſt the 
day of wrath, and the revelation of the righteous 
judgment 


01 Pſa, Iv. 23. (0) Pla. XxXVii, 36. (þ) Pla, XXXVIL 38. 
Prov. ü. 22, 


9 


3 „ 
judgment of God. (r) How different are our 
aged Simeons and waiting Jacobs! Are they not 
viſible monuments of the divine regard, bearing 
this inſcription upon them, The upright ſhall dwell 
in the land, and the perfect ſhall remain in it. (s) 
Long life is a privilege as it is a fulfilment of a 
promiſe, and ſo a token of the divine favour. 

3. Long life is a privilege as it affords him 
more opportunities of ſerving and glorifying 
God, This is the defire and defign of every faint. 
Enlightened to fee the beauties of holineſs, hav- 
ing the love of Chriſt ſhed abroad in his heart, 
and conſtrained thereby, the time paſt of his life 
more-than ſuffices him to have wrought the will 
of the Gentiles, He would now no longer live 
the reſt of his time in the fleſh to the luſts of men, 
but to the will of God. (t) Making the will of 
God as revealed in the word his rule, and walk- 
ing according to it, God is glorified, But the 
fervice of the ſaints on earth ends with their 
lives, and conſequently, when theſe trees of righ- 
teouſneſs are removed by .death, the fruit which 
they bore, and by which their heavenly father was 
ſo much honoured, fails. On this account the 
church and world ſuſtain a conſiderable loſs by 
their death. While the glory of their maſter is 
the chief aim of their lives, the intereſt of the 
church and world is inſeparably connected with it. 
FEI The 

(7) Rom. ii. 3. (5) Prov. ii. 21. (i) 1 Pet. iv. 2, 3. 


— — 
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The TEA as a ſacred edifice is deprived of its 
beautiful ſtones ; the latter of its ſalt, The world 
no longer enjoys their holy example, faithful ad- 
monitions and earneſt prayers, Fellow ſaints no 
more commune with them, and ſhare the advan- 
tages of their excellent company and edifying 
walk and converſation. In ſhort, they ceaſe to 
ſhine as lights in the world. (u) Seeing, then, that 
after death they reſt from their labours, it is very 
deſirable the ſaints ſhould live long; becauſe the 
longer the day of life is, the greater the oppor- 
tunities for performing ſervice. Till they bid 
a final adieu to this ſtate, their work in ſame 
| ſhape is not over; but God continues to receive 
a. tribute of glory from them to the laſt. They 
ſhall flouriſh (ſays the pſalmiſt) in the courts of 
the Lord. They ſhall ſtill bring forth fruit in 
old age. (w) The ſervice they wiſh to do for 
their Maſter, and thereby advance his glory, 
and the opportunity afforded them for it on 
earth, are the principal reaſons why the ſaints 
ſet ſuch a value upon and manifeſt ſuch an at- 
tachment to life. The grave cannot praiſe thee, 
death cannot celebrate thee: the living, the 
living, he ſhall praiſe thee, as I do this day. (a) 
From his capacity for, and opportunity of ſerv- 
ing God by a longer life, fick Hezekiah thus 
pleads for his recovery. The pſalmiſt urges the 


_ ſame 
Y Phil. ii. 13. ( Pſa, xcii, 13, 14. (x) Iſaiah xxxviii, 18, 


| (5 ) 
ſame plea, What profit is there in my blood, 
when I go down to the pit? Shall the duſt 
praiſe thee ? Shall it declare thy truth? (y) So 
ſtrong is the deſire of the ſaints to ſerve and 
glorify God. It is their firſt and higheſt, their 
deareſt and moſt delightful end : life is account- 
ed by them as unworthy of the name, but as for 
them to live is Chriſt ; and afflictive as the pre- 
ſent ſtate is, they are willing to abide in it for 
the . purpoſe of accompliſhing what they have 
ſo much at heart; in point of preſent ſufferings, 
and a perſuaſion of future glory, what ſtrong in- 
ducements had bleſſed Paul to deſire his depar- 
ture hence; but we find him in a ſtrait. Over- _ 
come by a deſire to be ſerviceable to the church 
and his Maſter, he is reconciled to a longer 
abſence from heaven, and a further ſcene of 
trial and ſuffering on earth. — Long life, there- 
fore, to the ſaints is a privilege, as it affords 
them more opportunities of ſerving and glorify- 
ing God. 

4. Long life appears a privilege as it is favo- 
rable to the growth of the ſaints in grace, and 
fitneſs for glory. Heaven, the everlaſting abode 
of the ſaints, is a ſtate of holineſs and happineſs. 
While they have their title to it as heirs of God 
and joint heirs with Chriſt, an habitual and 
actual fitneſs for it is neceſſary, Their preſent 
ſtate 
( y ) Pla; xxx. 9. | 


(46 ) 
ſtate on earth, therefore, is deſigned to be pre- 


paratory for chat above. The church in this 
world is a nurſery of the trees of righteouſneſs, 


till they are tranſplanted by death into a better 


ſoil, Here they are firſt formed and planted ; 
here they grow under thoſe means which are 


appointed and bleſſed for that purpoſe. But as 


in nature, ſo in grace, growth is gradual, The 
ſaints ſhoot not up all at once, but time and 
means are requiſite for their improvement. The 
evident difference between the old diſciple in 
point of knowledge, judgment, ſteadineſs, and 
ſpirituality, above one of a ſhorter ſtanding in 
the divine life, ſufficiently beſpeaks the neceſſity 
and advantage of an early acquaintance vith the 
things of God. A ſpiritual growth may indeed 
receive temporary checks, and the Chriſtian be 
ſubjeQ to occaſional decays, but if we take the 
whole of his life together, he will appear in the 
main to be advancing to a ſtate of maturity. Or- 


dinances, duties and providences, promote under 


the divine bleſſing, the good work of grace in 
the ſoul. After a courſe of time he acquires 
thoſe meaſures of holineſs which conſtitute ripe- 
neſs. — This view of life affords the Chriſtian 
another reaſon for conſidering length of days a 
privilege, | 


= 


I now : 


ö 


\ 


(- WI 


I now proceed to conſider the 


II. Obſervation. That death to the ſaint at a 
full age is a privilege alſo. It is ſo, becauſe he is 


then taken in, like as a ſhock of corn cometh in, 
in his ſeaſon. | 

He is thus taken in, 

1. In reſpe& of his body. The graves are 


ready for me” was the language of Job; (z) but 


the aged Chriſtian may proceed further, and with 
truth declare, My fleſh is ready for the grave.” 
Age brings with it its infirmities. How juſtly 
and ſtrikingly does Solomon deſcribe them when 


he ſays, The keepers of the houſe tremble, the 


ſtrong men bow themſelves, and thoſe that look 
out at the windows are darkened. (a) Weakneſs 
of the limbs, decay of teeth and eye-ſight, attend 
its firſt approach, and are followed by others. 
Infirmities increaſing diſable the body for the 
ſervice of the ſoul, both as to the duties of reli- 
gion, and the ordinary concerns and enjoyments 


of life. Good old Barzillai declined accepting 


David's invitation of his company to Jeruſalem 
on that account. I am this day (ſays he) four- 
ſcore years old ; and can I diſcern between good 
and evil? Can thy ſervant taſte what J eat or 
what I drink ? Can I hear any more the voice of 


ſinging- men and ſinging- women? (b) Old people 


love ſolitude, and their houſes at length become 


3 a ſort 
(2) Job xvii, 1. (a) Ecclef, xii, 1, 2+ (5) 2 Sam. xix. 35 · 


66) | 


a ſort of graves above ground their doors are, 
accordingly, ſaid to be ſhut in the ſtreets. (c) 


* 


However the aged ſaint would be active for God 


as uſual, and in reſpett of grace, might be more 
apt for every good word and work, yet the weak 
frame is an unſurmountable obſtacle. Life now 


becomes a burden; numerous infirmities indi- 


cate a ſpeedy removal. In ſuch a fituation, 
what place is more fit for the decay ing body than 
the grave? He comes to it as a ſhock of corn 
cometh in, in his ſeaſon. Death and the grave 
are both awful and forbidding to nature. To 
the ſinner they are attended with dreadful terrors; 
but to the ſaint they aſſume a different aſpect. 
The aged ſaint hath various conſiderations to 
reconcile him to both, He can no longer enjoy 
himſelf as he was wont to do: the graſhopper is 
a burden, and deſire fails. (d) His activity and 
uſefulneſs are now over: having performed his 
work he returns to the duſt as the labourer from 
his buſineſs. The grave at the evening of life 
becomes his bed of reſt, and a place of refuge 
from all the cares, troubles, and infirmities of 
the preſent ſtate. Here the wicked ceaſe from 
troubling, here the weary are at reſt. (e) In 
ſolitude, filence, and darkneſs, the body lies 
here, undiſturbed by complaints, and far re- 


moved from all connections with and concerns 


3 | about 


© 


66 


about a buſy world. The eye of him that hath 
ſeen me ſhall fee me no more. As the Cloud is 
conſumed and vaniſheth away, ſo he that goeth 
down to the grave ſhall come up no more. He 
ſhall return no more to his houſe, neither ſhall 
his place know him any more. (/) — But what 
moſt of all reconciles the Chriſtian to the grave 
is the goſpel. This informs him the King 'of 
Saints once lay in it; that he hath aboliſhed death, 
and brought life and immortality to light. (g) 
Death, therefore, like a fleep, is but temporary, 
and the grave a bed, where the body remains till 
the glorious morning of the reſurrection. It 
ſhall then awake at the ſhout of the archangel's 
trumpet. — Chriſt is riſen and become himſelf 
the firſt fruits of thoſe who ſleep. (4) As cer- 
tainly as the harveſt ſucceeds the firſt fruits, ſhall 
the general reſurrection of the members follow 
the perſonal one of their head, Well then may 
they adopt the language of triumph, O death, 
where is thy ſting? O grave, where is thy vie- 
tory ? The ſting of death is fin, and the ſtrength 
of fin is the law; but thanks be to God, who 
giveth us the victory through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. (6) While we con, mit the duſt of the 
ſaints to the grave, as the huſbandman doth his 
ſeed to the ground, let us look forward to the 

B 2 harveſt 


(f) Job vii. 8, 9, 10. (g) 2 Tim. 1, 10, 
(b) Cor, v. 20,== 55, 56, 5). 


Fee 
harveſt at the end of the world. Then, that 
which is ſown in diſhonour, ſhall be raiſed in 
glory ; that which is ſown in weakneſs, ſhall be 
raiſed in power; that which is ſown a natural 
body, ſhall be raiſed a ſpiritual body. (i) O 
glorious iſſue to the confinement and diſhonours 
of the mouldering fleſh ! At its future releaſe, it 
ſhall come forth out of the grave as gold out of 
the-fire ſeven times purified. On ſuch a view of 
the houſe appointed for all living, how is its ap- 
pearance changed, and its horror done away to 
the Chriſtian ! Inſtead of retreating from it, the 
aged ſaint may chearfully commit his lifeleſs re- 
mains to its boſom under the perſuaſion, that his 
Redeemer liveth and that he ſhall ſtand in the 
latter day upon the earth : and though after his 
kin, worms deſtroy his body, yet that in his fleſh 
he ſhall ſee God. (I) | | 
2. He is taken in as a ſhock of corn in his 
ſeaſon, in reſpe& of his ſoul. When then duſt 
returns to the duſt as it was, the ſpirit returns to 
God who gave it. (/) — Corn is a ſcripture meta- 
phor, by which the Chriſtian is frequently ſet 
forth. They ſhall revive as the corn. (m) And 
it is a well adapted repreſentation throughout — 
as the corn is not quickened except it die, ſo 
ſaints die unto fin in order to live unto God: — as 
| the 


(i) 1 Cor. xv. 42, Kc. (i) Job xix. 25, 26, 
a (1) Eccleſ. xli. 7. (m) Hoſ. xiv. 7. 
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che blade, the ear, and the full corn, are ob- 
ſervable in the growth of grain; ſo grace admits 
of degrees. When grace is advanced to the 
third degree in the ſaint, he is ripe, and then 
the great huſbandman putteth in his fickle be- 
cauſe the harveſt is come. (n) Both ſoul and 
body ſhow the aged ſaint is not to remain long in 
this world. What a holy indifference to the 
preſent ſtate does he diſcover! What a daily 
believing expeQation of his great change! What 
a patient reſignation to the divine will! What a 
humble faith in our dear Lord and Redeemer? 
Surely ſuch appearances intimate growth and 
maturity; and they were all evident in our dear 
departed relative and friend. At this jundture, 
he was taken in, like a ſhock of corn cometh in, 
in his ſeaſon. After a ſeparation from the 
wicked, who are as chaff, and from the remains 
of fin, which are intermixed with grace, as chaff 
with wheat in the ſoul of the believer; he 1s 
lodged in heaven as precious grain in the garner, 
O bleſſed ſtate to which he is exalted above! 
Eye hath not ſeen, ear hath not heard, neither 
have entered the heart of man the things which 
God hath prepared for them who love him. (0) 
There is the joy of harveſt alſo upon the occa- 
fon. The angels, who rejoiced in the conver- 
fon of the ſaint, now as much exuk in his glori- 
B 3 fication, 

(r) Mark iv, 29, (0) 1 Cor, ii. 9. 
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fication. Saints already there, are happy in 
every addition to the bleſſed afſembly, and join 
in hearty congratulations of the lately arrived 
ſtranger to thoſe glorious manſions. In ſhort, 
then is accompliſhed what is written, The ran- 
ſomed of the Lord ſhall return, and come to Zion 
with ſongs, and everlaſting joy upon their heads: 
they ſhall obtain joy and gladneſs, and ſorrow 
and ſighing ſhall flee away. (p) 

All that remains is the improvement of the 
ſubject, and providence which gave occaſion 
to it. 

1. It is natural to remark the care and good- 
neſs of a covenant God and Redeemer to his 
people, even to the laſt. The ſight of an aged 
ſaint brings to remembrance thoſe promiles, 
Even to your old age, I am he, and to hoary 
hairs will I carry you. (q) And again, The 
Tighteous ſhall flouriſh like the palm-tree : he 


ſhall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. Thoſe that 


be planted in the houſe of the Lord, ſhall flouriſh 
in the courts of our God. They fſhall.ſtill bring 
forth ſruit in old age; they ſhall be fat and 
flouriſhing : to ſhew that the Lord is upright; he 
is my rock, and there js no unrighteouſneſs in 

him. (7) The Chriſtian is equally in jeopardy of 

his natural life as others, What numerous eſcapes 

mult the aged ſaint have enjoyed from dangers 

ſeen 

0% Lach xxxv, 10, (9) aiah zlvi. 4. G) Pla, xcii. 12, &c, 
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ſeen and unſeen during ſo long a pilgrimage! 
But it is the peculiar privilege of him, whe 
dwelleth in the ſecret place of the Moſt High, to 
abide under the ſhadow of the Almighty. 
Becauſe he hath made the Lord his habita- 
tion, there ſhall no evil befal him, neither 
ſhall any plague come near his dwelling. 
With long life will he ſatisfy him, and ſhew 
him his ſalvation. (s) The ſame care watches 
over him, as a Chriſtian, There are as many, if 
not more dangers attending the ſpiritual life, The 
corruptions of the heart, the ſnares of the world, 
and temptations of ſatan, make the road to hea- 
ven difficult. Unleſs God was the faint's guide 
and protector, he muſt fall at his firſt onſet, not 
only foully but finally; but the ſteps of the good 
man are ordered by the Lord: Though he fall 
he ſhall not utterly be caſt down, for the Lord 
upholdeth him with his hand. (4) The ſaints are 
kept by the power of God, through faith, unto 
ſalvation. (u) Thus the aged ſaint is a convincing 
proof of the unchangeableneſs of God's love to 
his people, the merit of the blood of Chriſt, the 
efficacy of his grace, his faithfulneſs to his promi- 
fes, and the agency of his providence, in behalf 
of the upright. If we are of the number of the 


Lord's people, we may be aſſured, goodnels and 


mercy ſhall follow us all the days of our lives. — 
B 4 | Under 
{s) Pia, xci. 1. 9. 10. 16. (2) Pſa, xxxvii 29, (u) 1 Pet. i. 5. 
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Under all difficulties we may boldly ſay, The 
Lord is our helper ; for he hath ſaid, I will never 
leave thee, nor forſake thee. (w) 

2, Under the death of our aged relative and 
friend, let us labour to improve it, by copying his 
example in life, as far as worthy of imitation ; 
and to preſs forward to that ſtate, where through 
grace, we hope, he is. What was worthy and 
| Imitable in the dead whilſt alive is carefully to 

be remembered by the ſurvivors, for their own 
advantage. For the uſe of ſuch, allow me to 
obſerve the following particulars concerning my 
father. His youthful days were devoted to God, 
and his more advanced life reaped the advantage 
of it. Under the decays of age, he was heard to 
ſay, * Oh! make much of youth and health.”— 
Doubtleſs, his advice would be ſimilar ſtill, was 
he permitted to addreſs the youth of this congre- 
gation. In the words of Solomon it would run, 
Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth, while the evil days come not, nor the 
years draw nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay, I have no 
pleaſure in them. (x) Through the aids of divine 
grace, he was enabled to perſevere till the laſt ; 
and affords an encouraging example to aged and 
younger Chriſtians, to ſeek and rely on the 
ſame ſupports, and vigorouſly to purſue the courſe 
they have begun, x ts 


In 
(u) Heb. xiii, 5, 6, (x) Eecleſ. xii, 1, 
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In addition to theſe things in general, I cannot 
forbear mentioning ſome particulars, in which he 
was certainly very deſerving of our notice. — He 
poſſeſſed undaunted courage and reſolution in his 
profeſſion of Chriſt, being a ſtranger to ſhame and 
fear when called upon to maintain his great maſter's 
cauſe, He inherited, in this reſpect, the ſpirit 
of his anceſtors ; one of whom was ſlain for the 
ſake of the Goſpel ; and another, as near a rela- 
tion as his own father, was impriſoned on the 
ſame account. He was a particular obſerver of 
Divine Providence, a regular attendant upon 
public worſhip, and a ſtri& and conſcientious 
keeper of the ſabbath. As a parent, his children 
are witneſſes to the care and pains he took, early 
to inſtil the knowledge of divine things into their 
minds : catechiſing to this end was an exerciſe he 
attended to for years, almoſt as conſtant as the 
ſabbath returned. God had an altar eretted in 
his family every morning and evening. He was 


a Gaius for hoſpitality. As a church member, 


he was vigilant and active. From a regard to 
liberty of conſcience, the honour of Chriſt as 
king ia Zion, and in his judgment to the moſt 
ſcriptural mode of worſhip, he profeſſed himſelf 
a Proteſtant Diſſenter. At the ſame time, he 
was not one who confined religion to a party, 


and had a real regard for the godly of all deno- 


minations, — He is gone beyond the reach of 
cenſure, 
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cenſure, or the danger of applauſe; whatever is 
ſaid by the living is entirely indifferent to him: 
it proceeds, therefore, from a deſign not to em- 
balm the dead, but to profit the living, that 
the above account is given. Be ye followers of 
him, ſo far as he was of Chriſt. | 

3. When the Chriſtian is ſpared to a full age 
and then dies, there is cauſe for gratitude and 
reſignation among ſurvivors. Theſe may well be 
thankful they enjoyed him ſo long; that he was 
ſpared to them, whilſt he could be active and 
uſeful. Such circumſtances appear in the death 
of our dear departed friend, and call for grateful 
acknowledgments both from his family and the 
church to which he was related. By his living to 
a good old age, we enjoyed the beſt of his days 
and ftrength. As to his family ; had he been re- 
moved years ago, how much more afflitive would 
this diſpenſation have. been to the ſurviving part- 
ner of his life, left encumbered with a riſing 
family and other large concerns. Inſtead there- 
fore of repining that he was taken away at laſt, 
there appears abundant reaſon to bleſs God we 
loſt him no ſooner. The recollettion of his com- 
ing to his grave, like as a ſhock of corn cometh 
in, in his ſeaſon, is a moſt reconciling thought. 
He could no longer have been uſeful ; life to 
him, had it been prolonged, would have been a 
growing burden ; and ſurvivors are not called to 
ſorrow 
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ſorrow as thoſe who are without hope. The 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; bleſ- 
ſed be the name of the Lord. ()) 

4. And laſtly. The end of the righteous teaches 
Us the reality, excellency, and importance of re- 
ligion. Say ye to the righteous, (is Jehovah's 
commiſſion) it ſhall be well with him. (z) The 
pſalmiſt calls upon us to mark the perfect man, 
and behold the upright: for the end of that man 
is peace. (a) It was ſo with the deceaſed. The 
cloſe of his life reſembled a calm ſummer's even- 
ing. That good companion, Hope, attended 
him to the laſt. A day or two before his death, 
he was heard to ſay, It will all do very well.“ 
Chriſt alone was the foundation he built upon. — 
The mention of his name ſeemed as ointment 
poured forth to his ſoul. He loſt fight of natu- 
ral infirmities, in that one complaint, © That he 
wanted to find Chriſt yet more precious,” Thus 
he died in the Lord. Surely then there muſt be 
a reality, excellency, and importance in religion 
peculiar to itſelf. It is religion only, as it con- 
liſts in a vital union to Chriſt by faith, a firm be- 
lief in the great truths of the goſpel, and a walk 
and converſation agreeable to them, which can 
prove a ſolid ſupport in the trying and intereſting 
hour of death. The ſinner, ſenſible of the ad- 
yantage the Chriſtian has above himſelf at this 

| ö | period, 
(y) Job i. 21. (2) Ifaiah iii, 10. (a) Pſa, xxxvii. 37. 
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period, envies his ſituation, and adopts the wiſh 
of Balaam, Let me die the death of the righteous, 
and let my laſt end be like his. (6) Vain wiſh ! 
whilſt a ſtranger to the Chriſtian character. — 
God has rendered it impoſſible, but by retratting 
his awful denunciation to the contrary, There 1s 
No peace to the wicked, (c) Death-beds ſhow, . 
he neither hath nor wall reverſe it. What remorſe 
of conſcience, what a tormenting dread of eter- 
nity often fills and racks the ſinner, as he ap- 
proaches to the eternal world! Yet all is trifling, 
compared with what follows on the departure of 
the ſoul. Ah, ſinners! if this be the end of a life 
of ſin, ſo different from that of the Chriſtian, 
which acts the wiſeſt part? How will your folly 
and madneſs appear at laſt in the love and practice 
of evil, the wages of which 1s death ? Hath reli- 
gion nothing to countenance and recommend it, 
when it ſupports the mind, fills it with joy un- 
ſpeakable and full of glory, at a time when all 
things elſe fail? Oh! that you were wiſe, that 
you underſtood this, that you would confider your 
latter end! Conſider ere it is too late, Behold, 
now 1s the accepted time ; behold, now is the 
day of ſalvation. (d) Put not off theſe great con- 
cerns to an uncertain hereafter. Every day af- 
fords us freſh proofof our mortality. Souls, 
thoſe deathleſs things, are of inconceivable worth. 


| Heaven 
(3) Numb, xxiii, 10. (c) Iſaiah Ivii, 21, (4) a Cor. vi, 2, 
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Heaven and hell are depending. Is there not 
then every call upon you, ſinners, to attend to 
the things that belong to your everlaſting peace, 
before they are hid from your eyes? Happy 
ſhould I be, if this feeble improvement of the 
death of a ſaint ſhould be the means of awaken- 
ing you to a concern about ſalvation. — May the 
ſpirit of God make it effectual to this end! 

To you, whoſe minds have been in a meaſure 
enlightened to ſee a reality, excellency, and im- 
portance in divine things, the goſpel contains the 
tidings of a great and gracious Saviour, It ſpeaks 
for your encouragement, in the language of ex- 
tenſive invitation, Whoſoever will, let him come, 
and take of the water of life freely. (e) 

To conclude with a word to you, my dear Chriſ- 
tian friends, who are advancing in your Chriſtian 
courſe ; let the happy end of the ſaint be conſi- 
dered as a call, and moſt encouraging motive, to 
your perſeyerance in it. The reſt that remaineth 
will make ample amends for all the difficulties, 
trials, and labours of the road. — Therefore, my 
beloved brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, immoveable, al- 
ways abounding in the work of the Lord ; for as 


much as ye know that your labours ſhall not be 
in vain in the Lord. (/) 


(e) Rev. xxii. 17. (f) 1 Cor, xv. 58. 


A HYMN on the Occafion. 
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EHOLD the aged ſaint in death, 
4 How peaceful is his end ! 
The dying fleſh, and fault'ring breath, 
Conceal a happy mind. 


IT. 


When nature with its comforts fail, 
Faith ſtill exerts its power ; 
Strongly ſupports the immortal ſoul, 
When ſenſe can help no more. 


III. 


Could we but once withdraw the veil, 
What wond'rous ſcenes would riſe! 
The great Redeemer aiding ſtill, 
And angels from the ſkies ! 


IV. 


The loving Saviour comes to meet 
The ſoul upon the road, 

And heav'nly hoſts in order wait, 
To bear it up to God, | 
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V. 


Not thrones of ſtate where monarchs reign 
Diſplay ſuch pomp and pow'r, 

As round the ſaint by faith-are ſeen, 
At his departing hour. 


VI. 


O for a ſtrong enliv'ning faith 
To take the heav'nly view: 

Then ſhould we triumph in his death, 
And long to follow too. 
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